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Tandal:

A Feminist Archive
of an Infrastructure in the Making

Kesang Thakur and Krishna Tashi Palmo

Infrastructures are concrete expressions of desires and aspirations: of what to be
and how to be. In the context of the recently inaugurated Atal Rohtang Tunnel in the
tribal trans-Himalayan district of Lahul and Spiti, India, infrastructural aspirations
have been visibly gendered. This mega-infrastructure deeply embodies a hierarchical
and masculine vision - the top composed by engineering and geological expertise
and the bottom by the able-bodied male migrant workers corporeally engaged with
the infrastructure’s making (Sabhlok 2017).

Rohtang, a mountain pass on the Pir Panjal Range at almost 4000 meters, is a defining
feature of Lahul's remoteness. This natural infrastructure that demarcates Lahul has
been central in imagining the tunnel as a social and geopolitical necessity. Colonial
tropes of backwardness and isolation define the tunnel as the driver of development
in this trans-Himalayan region. Existing national, regional and vernacular knowledge
on this infrastructure are dominated by masculine understandings of geology,
technology and geopolitics.
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This is the space we are inhabiting and navigating as Lahuli women. Where do the
social and political imaginaries of Lahuli women fit in the grand schemes of progress
and geopolitical security? We explore some of these feminine imaginations and
interpretations of the tunnel in this illustrated essay.

To access the illustrated essay please click here.

collection no. 005 - Archive  Roadsides


https://tandal.roadsides.net
https://tandal.roadsides.net

Tandal

References:

w

Sabhlok, Anu. 2017. ““Main Bhi to Hindostaan Hoon’: Gender and Nation State in India’s
Border Roads Organisation.” Gender, Place and Culture 24 (12): 1711-28.

Cite as: Thakur, Kesang and Krishna Tashi Palmo. 2021. “Tandal: A Feminist Archive of
an Infrastructure in the Making.” Roadsides 5: 47-49. DOI: https://doi.org/10.26034/
roadsides-202100507

Authors:

Kesang Thakur is an independent writer from Lahul, India. She
has been part of scholar-activist projects on urbanization,
hydropower and waste infrastructure in the northern mountain
state of Himachal Pradesh. In 2014, she co-founded Filming
Lahul, a visual ethnography project in Lahul valley, and is
currently editing her first feature film. She’s also a research
assistant for an Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) project on religious change and continuity in the trans-
Himalayan Spiti valley.

Krishna Tashi Palmo is an artist from Lahul, India. Trained and
certified in traditional Buddhist Thangka art from the Tibetan
Children’s Village Art School in Kullu, she is equally drawn to
contemporary forms and mediums of expression. Her experimental
work builds radically on the notions of the feminine, spirituality
and the self. She has exhibited her paintings in local, national
and international artistic platforms, most recently at the
National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi and Asia Society
Center, Hong Kong.

collection no. 005 - Archive

49

Roadsides


ttps://doi.org/10.26034/roadsides-202100507
ttps://doi.org/10.26034/roadsides-202100507
http://www.filminglahaul.com
http://www.filminglahaul.com

about Roadsides

Roadsides is a platinum Open Access journal designated to be a forum devoted to
exploring the social, cultural and political life of infrastructure.

@ roadsides.net
™ editor@roadsides.net
¥ @road_sides
@roadsides_journal

Editorial Team:

Julie Chu (University of Chicago)

Tina Harris (University of Amsterdam)

Agnieszka Joniak-Liithi (University of Fribourg)

Madlen Kobi (Academy of Architecture, Mendrisio)

Nadine Plachta (University of Toronto)

Galen Murton (LMU Munich and James Madison University, Harrisonburg)
Matthaus Rest (Max-Planck-Institute for the Science of Human History, Jena)
Alessandro Rippa (LMU Munich and Tallinn University)

Martin Saxer (LMU Munich)

Christina Schwenkel (University of California, Riverside)

Max D. Woodworth (The Ohio State University)

Collection no. 005 was edited by: Alessandro Rippa
Managing editor: Agnieszka Joniak-Liithi
Copyediting: David Hawkins

Layout: Chantal Hinni and Antoni Kwiatkowski

ISSN 2624-9081

Creative Commons License
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
4.0 International License.

UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG
UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG

collection no. 005 - Archive

Roadsides


https://roadsides.net
mailto:editor%40roadsides.net?subject=
https://twitter.com/road_sides
https://www.instagram.com/roadsides_journal/

